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ABSTRACT 

 

The 30MILES project aims at sustainably developing lively water tourism in the eastern Gulf 

of Finland, part of the Baltic Sea. Within the project, preferences of Finnish and Estonian 

boaters were probed in a query. Our discussion of responses to the queryõs three open-ended 

questions considers the scientific frameworks of sustainable development and ecosystem 

services. Literature review, combined with the results of the 30MILES project, reveals 

boatersõ love of nature and environmental consciousness as well as its constraints. These 

findings, however, contrast with the insensitivity of boating to the state of the environment 

documented in a few studies. Literature also suggests an insufficient understanding of one 

of the key environmental issues of the Baltic Sea, that is, eutrophication, both within the 

boating industry and among boaters of the Baltic Sea region. The report reviews existing 

literature on the environmental impacts of boating. In minimising these impacts, recreational 

ports are considered local sites of multi-level environmental governance. In practice, by 

providing boaters with the necessary infrastructure to, for instance, perform appropriate 

waste chores, recreational ports simultaneously invest in good customer service and support 

sustainable boating. Furthermore, investing in such environmental protection likely 

strengthens the competitiveness of recreational port business. Our conclusion outlines a 

route map to sustainable port operation. The report offers information for both port 

operators and urban planners in coastal regions. 
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Preface 

 

Are you a boater? Looking back at your recent visits in guest harbours, what was your most 

memorable visit last summer? Why? Does the following account describe it? 

 

Your first encounter with the place was a recommendation from a friend. Subsequently, you 

did an internet search with the name of the place to find more information. The homepage 

of the port was at top of the list of search results. The page was current, and looked 

promising. When planning your trip online, you could see what the harbour had to offer, and 

could book a berth for your vessel. While booking the berth, information about the depth 

of the dock was also convenient, especially for those operating big boats, to ensure the vessel 

would fit in the port. 

 

On arrival, clear guideposts and signs directed you to the piers from the sea. At the well-

maintained pier, the harbour master grabbed the stern to attach the boat, or, if not the 

harbour master personally, another equally helpful and competent personnel member 

assisted in berthing your boat safely. After your warm welcome, you were also informed of 

the variety of services, attractions and leisure activities available in the port and the adjacent 

area. If you arrived at the port by dark or when all the piers were full, and you had not booked 

a berth in advance, you could have moored your vessel to a buoy and waited for guidance 

there, well protected from the winds and the waves.  

 

The harbour services were multiple and carefully planned. Initially, conveniently placed and 

faultlessly functioning were water faucets, power sources, showers, toilets, pump-outs for 

sewage holding tanks, waste containers and fuelling points, that is, crucial infrastructure for 

boaters. The port also provided easy access to swim in the sea, separated from the dock, and 

a public sauna. Additionally available was, for instance, a restaurant serving quality dishes, 

much appreciated by boaters living on-board with little possibilities to cook. A small shop 

sold high-class local products, including freshly-smoked fish. In the immediate vicinity was 

a grocery store for any other needs. A small extra fee also enabled ordering groceries to the 

port without needing to visit the store in person. The barbeque could be freely used. Dishes 

could be washed at the kitchen provided for visitorsõ use. Laundry facilities were in the utility 

room. The portõs playground was available to those travelling with small children. The nearby 
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town was accessible by public transport, renting a bike or by foot. Finally, especially at night, 

the harbour master guaranteed a secure and peaceful atmosphere for visitors to lie back and 

relax. 

 

Overall, the port was tidy and spacious, and offered a wide range of high standard services, 

with a strong emphasis on safety and comfort. Simultaneously, the port was surrounded by 

beautiful nature with a feel of genuine marine lifestyle. 

 

Does any of this sound familiar? Or appealing? 

 

 

 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       

 

 

 


